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For good reason, the second and third days of the Battle of Gettysburg have received the lion's
share of attention from historians. With this book, however, the critical first day's fighting finally
receives its due. After sketching the background of the Gettysburg campaign and recounting the
events immediately preceding the battle, Harry Pfanz offers a detailed tactical description of
events of the first day. He describes the engagements in McPherson Woods, at the Railroad
Cuts, on Oak Ridge, on Seminary Ridge, and at Blocher's Knoll, as well as the retreat of Union
forces through Gettysburg and the Federal rally on Cemetery Hill. Throughout, he draws on deep
research in published and archival sources to challenge many long-held assumptions about the
battle.

From Library JournalPfanz (retired National Park Service chief historian and Gettysburg National
Military Park historian) has new things to say about the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg, the
least studied of the pivotal three-day Civil War battle. Pfanz, also author of Gettysburg: The
Second Day and other works, overturns several suppositions, including the belief that "a battle at
Gettysburg was inevitable." He examines specific clashes at McPherson Woods, the Railroad
Cuts, Oak Ridge, Brickyard, and other locales. His riveting narrative of battlefield emotions and
dynamics is richly detailed on various levels, from individual enlisted men to the officers of
brigades, regiments, and armies. Pfanz even looks at Gettysburg's residents, and he offers a
human- interest story about a dead soldier, initially unidentified, whose widow and children were
traced through a photograph in the soldier's pocket. This book complements Pfanz's other works
on the battle. Recommended for academic and public libraries with in-depth collections on Civil
War battles. Charles L. Lumpkins, Pennsylvania State Univ., State CollegeCopyright 2001 Reed
Business Information, Inc.ReviewPfanz is superbly qualified to guide us through Gettysburg--
The First Day. In this long-awaited book, Pfanz. . . has produced a fitting companion to his earlier
work, Gettysburg-The Second Day. . . . [This book] is a careful reconstruction of events, based
on extensive research in official reports, contemporary accounts, and soldiers' memoirs. . . . The
result is certainly a success.--Civil War Book ReviewPfanz . . . has new things to say about the
first day of the Battle of Gettysburg, the least studied of the pivotal three-day Civil War battle. . . .
His riveting narrative of battlefield emotions and dynamics is richly detailed on various levels,
from individual enlisted men to the officers of brigades, regiments, and armies. Pfanz even looks
at Gettysburg's residents. . . . Recommended for academic and public libraries with in-depth
collections on Civil War battles.--Library Journal[Pfanz] needs no introduction to the student of
Gettysburg. . . . [This is] a highly readable volume. . . . A good intermediate study of the battle. . . . 
The author's detailed knowledge of the ground is readily apparent, and he is refreshingly honest
in pointing out some of the gaps which remain in our detailed knowledge of events and their



sequence. . . . Another valuable addition to the literature of Gettysburg, essential for any
collection.--Military History OnlineAn intricately detailed narrative of the opening act of the
battle, revealed through the artful weaving of countless first-person accounts left by participants.
Pfanz draws upon a wealth of original sources to allow the officers and soldiers on the field to tell
the story of an extremely confused fight.--North Carolina Historical ReviewWith Gettysburg: The
First Day, the first day's fighting finally receives its due. . . . Offers a detailed tactical
description. . . . [Pfanz] draws on deep research in published and archival sources to challenge
some of the assumptions about the battle.--McCormick MessengerPfanz writes with a uniquely
exuberant style, always selecting appropriate anecdotes that demonstrate a complete mastery
of the battle's primary source materials. He has crafted a well-organized and thoroughly
researched account. . . . A welcome addition to the library of any Civil War scholar or buff.--
Georgia Historical Quarterly[Pfanz's] long experience on the battlefield and the battlefield
archives [has] produced [a] meticulously-detailed [study] of the battle.--Allen C. Guelzo, The
Barnes & Noble ReviewPfanz's The First Day rises above [other] studies in its completeness of
information and source interpretation. . . . An impeccably researched and extremely well-written
narrative. . . . With Gettysburg-The First Day, Harry Pfanz demonstrates again that there is no
one who better understands the Gettysburg battlefield and movements of the opposing troops.
This eagerly anticipated study will undoubtedly become a classic and the standard work on the
fighting of July 1.--America's Civil WarPfanz's long-awaited microstudy of the opening day of the
battle of Gettysburg offers an outstanding narrative of the fighting west and north of that small
Pennsylvania town on July 1, 1863. . . . Written crisply and occasionally with a wry wit, Pfanz's
narrative draws upon a broad chorus of voices, from soldiers to civilians and from privates to
generals. . . . Sets the standard for future examinations of July 1, along with offering astute
warnings that some controversies always will remain unresolved.--Journal of Southern HistoryA
fast-moving narrative liberally sprinkled with anecdotes and fascinating details. . . . Extremely
well researched. . . . Highly recommended.--Civil War NewsAn exhaustive and intimate
description of the tactical events of day one.--Washington Post Book WorldReviewWith this
installment, Harry Pfanz completes a three-volume work that every serious student of the battle
of Gettysburg must consult. Here is military history at its best.--James I. Robertson Jr., author of
Stonewall Jackson: The Man, The Soldier, The LegendGettysburg--The First Day continues
Harry Pfanz's superbly researched, beautifully written, and exquisitely detailed study of the
battle. The three volumes now in print comprise a great classic, and the best Gettysburg material
ever published.--Robert K. Krick, author of Stonewall Jackson at Cedar Mountain and Lee's
ColonelsNo one knows and understands the battle of Gettysburg better than Harry W. Pfanz.
Since he joined the National Park Service as a historian in 1956, he has never been far from
what for the public is America's best-known and most controversial battle. His credentials as a
researcher, raconteur, and historian par excellence are attested to by his applauded books on
the battle's second and third days. Now, thanks to Pfanz and the University of North Carolina
Press, Gettysburg--The First Day fills a void and completes in masterful fashion a trilogy long



needed and guaranteed to stand the test of time.--Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian Emeritus,
National Park ServiceAbout the AuthorHarry W. Pfanz is author of Gettysburg--The Second Day
and Gettysburg--Culp's Hill and Cemetery Hill. He served for ten years as a historian at
Gettysburg National Military Park and retired from the position of Chief Historian of the National
Park Service in 1981.Read more
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Jim C, “Great detail of Day 1 conflicts. Terrific insight of what happened on day 1”

G. Hollis, “Good information, but can get tedious at times (Your mileage may vary). I finished the
book yesterday, and I wanted to take the time to collect my thoughts and not just give out
platitudes. This review probably says as much or more about me as it does the book, but I'm
trying to write this with idea of "What would I want to know if I were considering buying this
book."First of all, this book is incredibly detailed, Mr. Pfanz clearly knows his subject matter and I
can't imagine any other work having covered the first day better. There is a lot of interesting
biographical information scattered throughout the chapters as well as many fascinating and
often amusing anecdotes. The author writes in a clear, concise style, that is generally easy to
follow.My problem with the book is about the level of detail provided and I often got lost in the
tedium of "Capt. so-and-so moved 6 cannons here" or "Major so-and-so faced his troops to the
west" etc. etc. For me this dragged the narrative down and quite honestly I ended up skipping
large portions of the text because it was just too much from my standpoint. I think had I been
completely unfamiliar with the battle before reading the book, I probably would have been totally
lost. I realize not all will feel the same, hence my title, "Your mileage may vary." But I'm
reviewing this as to what I wish someone would have told me before I bought the book.So to
summarize, a good author with an incredible amount of knowledge of the battle, a very scholarly
work. Your level of enjoyment will depend a lot upon what you are seeking. For those of you who
like that kind of detail, I believe you will sincerely love the book. For those of you who like a
broader description of battles and troop actions, this may get "in the weeds" a little too deep at
times. Honestly I struggled between 3 and 4 stars for my rating and settled on 4 because I feel
Mr. Pfanz put an incredible amount of effort into it, but I couldn't give it 5 because it was a bit of a
chore to read at times.”

J. Groen, “Detailed Description of Gettysburg's First Day Battle. Like Harry Pfanz' other two
books on Gettysburg, this book has its usual detailed descriptions of the battle, going down to
the regiment and individual experiences. This is one of the two positives to this book. And, the
detailed descriptions are for all units who fought on the first day at Gettysburg and at all times.
For example, more than any other book, this book covers the events when the Confederate
division under General Rodes attacked the Union First Corps brigades of Baxter and Stone. It
also does the best job that I've read covering the last battles of the day on Seminary Ridge and
even the involvement of Gamble's cavalry brigade (from Buford's division) covering the left flank
of the Union army at that time. This is the most detailed description of the first day of Gettysburg
that I've ever read.Another positive for this book are the maps. As with his other two books,
Pfanz' book has some of the best maps on the battle that I've ever seen (only Trudeau's book on
Gettysburg is close).A negative of this book is the lack of keeping an accurate clock for when the



events happened. Since the book bounces from the Union left flank (First Corps) to right flank
(Eleventh Corps), this can be confusing. The author should have used Trudeau's approach of
providing a time clock on his maps for events that occurred on the field. This is the reason that I
gave the book a lower rating of four stars.However, for individuals who are interested in reading
about the details of the Gettysburg, I recommend this book (and Pfanz' other two books on this
battle).”

MS S M CHATTERTON, “Good. Very well written. Recommended by an American friend who
lives on the battlefield and did his Phd studying the campaign and battle.”

NERD, “Un must. Un livre de bonne qualité qui présente bien le sujet. Il est devenu une évidence
dans ma bibliothèque. Un grand regret toutefois qu'il n'y ait pas de Third day ; cela manque
vraiment, c'est le tournant de la situation.”

The book by Ian Hurd has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 170 people have provided feedback.
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